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Friday 28th February 2020 
From Mrs May 

I have spent a great deal of time this academic year, together with the staff, looking at Longwood’s 

vision statement. The vision defines how we work and learn, and the direction that we want 

Longwood to take over the next few years. We do not want to lose the special family feel of which 

we are so proud, but we want to extend this and use our vision to drive our curriculum. To that end, 

we are launching a brand new language – “Longwoodese”. Everyone in our community will learn 

Longwoodese. It is a language of five words. They all begin with the letter “E”. Together, they are the 

Longwood E’s: 

 “Longwoodese” – A Language We All Speak 

Enthusiasm 

We approach tasks with a “can do” attitude and a sense of fun. We love 

new ideas. We try our best. We join in. We get out of life what we put in. 

We enjoy school. 

Experience 

We like to learn by being active. Learning by doing helps us to remember 

things. We are creative. 

Expertise 

We learn things that are useful and we try hard to remember them. We 

build upon previous knowledge and practise new skills. 

Emotional intelligence and wellbeing 

We care about and help each other, we are kind and considerate, we 

look after ourselves both physically and mentally. 

Environment 

We care about our personal space, our school, our local community, our 

country and the world. 

This is our vision – we are all working together in the same direction. I hope that everyone agrees 

that our five E’s are exciting. These goals are achievable and also ambitious. Longwoodese will drive 

us forward and make us proud to be part of Longwood. 
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This week, several members of staff have attended courses to extend their continuing professional 

development. Lizi and I went to learn about brain development and how best to support social, 

emotional and mental health in our younger children. Miss Stentiford did the second part of a course 

about extending writing skills for children in the Early Years. Mrs Bointon is our new science subject 

leader and went on a course to learn more about this key role in our school. We are all grateful to 

have the opportunity to extend our learning and look forward to feeding back some new ideas to 

our colleagues and implementing some changes to our practice soon.  

This morning, we held our annual Music Assembly. It was a lovely occasion and the children 

performed admirably. I am so proud of every individual musician. My thanks to Mrs Sangster and the 

team for organising another enjoyable event. The children are enthusiastic, creative, building their 

expertise, emotionally intelligent and making our school a better environment. Do these attributes 

ring any bells? 

  

From Mr Livesey 

Please note that all major UK banks will use a new Confirmation of Payments (CoP) system soon that 

requires the correct payee name when making UK Faster Payment and CHAPS sterling payments; 

otherwise there may be problems and delays. 

We have been advised by NatWest (our bank) to ensure that you please have our correct account 

name as Longwood School and Nursery Ltd (or as much of our name as allowable) when making such 

payments to us.  

 

World Book Day – School and Nursery 

A final reminder that we are celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 5th March. All 

children are encouraged to dress as a character or object from a nursery rhyme. 

They should come to school ready to recite their rhyme too. We have some 

activities planned for during the day too, so please be sure to ask your child all 

about it when they get home. 
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Relationships and Sex Education Policy and Talk by Dr Kathy Weston 

You may have heard in the press recently that all primary schools are required to have a policy and 

teach a Relationships and Sex Education curriculum from September 2020. We have a policy ready 

to implement. Most of it is already in place at Longwood and has been taught for many years. 

However, it is now formalised into a policy, which will be available for your perusal on our website 

from Easter. We have arranged a meeting for parents on Wednesday 10th June at 7pm where Mrs 

May will be available to answer questions about it. We are delighted to have secured Dr Kathy 

Weston to present to parents that evening her new talk entitled "Love Matters: a Parent's Guide to 

talking to primary-age children about bodies, babies and relationships". 

Places are limited and there will be a £10 fee per parent to help towards the cost of this prestigious 

speaker. Sign up is strictly first come, first served; follow this link to secure your place 

https://tinyurl.com/rocy9do. Please take a look at Kathy’s website 

https://www.drkathyweston.com/ for more details. She has plenty of expertise and experience and 

talks with great sense about a variety of parenting skills. This is certainly an evening not to miss! 

 

Staffing Update 

Great News! As a Nursery, we are overjoyed to announce that after much consideration and soul 

searching, Margaret in Little Willow has decided not to retire but to stay with us at Longwood. 

 

Planetarium 

A huge thank you to FoL for partly funding a visiting planetarium this week. Every class in school had 

the opportunity to visit the planetarium and learn about the universe of which we are a part. The 

talks were tailored to each age group and the children all had a great experience. 

  

  

https://tinyurl.com/rocy9do
https://www.drkathyweston.com/
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News from Nursery 

This week in Little Willow, we have been looking at Lent and the build up to Easter. We celebrated 

Pancake Day (Shrove Tuesday) making pancakes for the children to explore and try. They were 

offered a sample of a pancake in a bowl; using their fine motor skills, many of them used their pincer 

grips to pick up the pieces of pancake and feed themselves. The majority of the children enjoyed 

trying their pancakes, especially when we offered a few slices of banana to go with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cherry children have been exploring different textures using their hands and a variety of resources. 
As they explored the cornflour gloop, mixing and scooping it up with spoons, the practitioners 
helped to extend their language skills as they described how the cornflour felt and how it moved, 
asking the children to repeat some of the descriptive words. 
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This week in Oak, the children have been designing and making their own robot. The children chose 

which materials to stick on the robot. Once the robot was dry, the children took turns going inside 

the robot. 

 

LKS2 Netball and Football Fixtures 

On Thursday, we played matches against Immanuel Prep school. The netball match was great fun. 

Immanuel scored first and were in the lead for most of the game. In the last quarter, Reyah scored 

two stunning goals and in the end, we drew 3-3. We dominated the football game and the final score 

was 9-3 to Longwood. Everyone played well and had fun. Thank you to Miss Taylor for organising the 

afternoon for us and for umpiring the netball match and to Mr Rossiter for refereeing the football. 

 

 

Health and Hygiene 

We have had a couple of reported cases of worms recently. Please check your child and treat 

accordingly. We always encourage good hygiene, in particular making sure that children wash their 

hands thoroughly after going to the toilet. Please make sure you do the same at home. 
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UKS2 Performance 

We have had to change the date of the UKS2 performance, due to time constraints. Sorry for 

any inconvenience caused. The performance will now take place on Thursday 21st May at 

2pm.  

 

Parent Guidance 

I have just become aware of a maths exhibition currently showing at the RAF Museum in Hendon. 

It’s free entry and open during weekends until 15th March. It looks like great fun and is suitable for 

children aged 7+. If you go, I’d love to hear about it. https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/whats-

going-on/events/mathsalive/ 

For current advice on the Coronavirus, please take a look at 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/. Government guidance and advice is available 

at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-information-for-the-public 

 

Attachments to the Newsletter 

 Tea Towel Information Poster  

https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/whats-going-on/events/mathsalive/
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/whats-going-on/events/mathsalive/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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Friends of Longwood Update 

Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page!  

FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits  

that make the school a tight-knit community. 

 

30th Anniversary Tea Towels   

Thank you to everyone who has already purchased a tea towel! They 
really do make the perfect Mother’s Day or 
Easter gift. Just a reminder that you can only 
pay for these via bank transfer into the Fol 
bank account (we do not accept cash or 
cheque). Further details are on the 
order forms below. Please 
remember to use the correct form 
for either school or nursery. 
We can now show you a picture 
of the finished tea towels. 
Don’t they look great?! 
Purchase yours today! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nursery orders https://forms.gle/MBNTTSvGNGi4xofT8 

School orders  https://forms.gle/7WRpxRLqbqhZw7QD6 
 

 

Nursery coffee event  
It is not long until our nursery coffee event! Come and meet other nursery parents and find out 
more about Longwood school on Thursday 5th March at 5.15pm. We look forward to seeing you 
there for a coffee and chat. 
 

 

FoL Meeting 
Thank you to everyone who came to yesterday’s FoL meeting. Another productive meeting with 

lots of new ideas to help support our school!  

 

https://forms.gle/MBNTTSvGNGi4xofT8
https://forms.gle/7WRpxRLqbqhZw7QD6
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Tuesday 3rd –
Wednesday 4th 
March 

Early start and late 
return 

UKS2 trip to Stratford 
upon Avon 

Email sent out 25/2 

Thursday 5th Mar During the day World Book Day Dress as a nursery rhyme 
character or object. 

Thursday 5th Mar 5.15-6pm FoL Coffee Event for 
nursery parents 

Please come for a chat and 
to meet each other. 

Friday 6th Mar During the school day LKS2 trip to Affinity 
Water 

Children will need a packed 
lunch. The cost is £20. 

Monday 9th Mar During the school day KS1 trip to the Roald 
Dahl Gallery at Bucks 
Museum 

Full school uniform for this 
trip and a packed lunch. The 
cost is £25. 

Friday 13th Mar 9am in the school hall FS/Year 6 buddies 
assembly 

FS and Year 6 parents 
welcome to attend 

Friday 20th March 5.15pm Mini movie night For FS children. Parent 
volunteers needed. 

Friday 20th March 6.30pm Main movie night For Year 1-6 children. 
Parent volunteers needed. 

Wednesday 29th 
April 

7.15pm at school FoL meeting Everyone welcome to come 
along, give ideas and help to 
improve Longwood. 

Friday 15th May All day FoL “Break The 
Rules” Day 

A fun fundraiser – details to 
follow soon. 

Thursday 21st 
May 

2pm in the school hall KS2 Performance All KS2 parents and friends 
invited to watch. 

Wednesday 10th 
June 

7-9pm in the school 
hall 

Dr Kathy Weston talk 
– “Love Matters: A 
Parent’s Guide To 
Talking To Primary 
Age Children About 
Bodies, Babies and 
Relationships” 

All parents encouraged to 
attend – sorry, but this is 
unsuitable for babies and 
small children.  

Tuesday 16th – 
Friday 19th June 

All day UKS2 trip to France  

Thursday 18th 
June 

All day FS and KS1 trip to 
Kew Gardens 

Details to follow. 

Wednesday 24th 
June 

All day LKS2 to Phasels 
Wood 

Details to follow. 

Tuesday 30th June 9.15-10.00 Swimming gala All LKS2 and UKS2 children 
will take part. Parents 
welcome to watch. 



Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 2nd July 11-12pm Preschool sports day This will take place on the 
field behind Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre. Parents 
welcome. 

Thursday 2nd July 12-12.45pm  School picnic Everyone to bring a packed 
lunch.  

Thursday 2nd July 12.45-3.30pm Main school sports 
day 

This will take place on the 
field behind Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre. Parents 
welcome. Prize-giving in the 
school playground at the 
end of the afternoon. 

Saturday 4th July Late morning/ early 
afternoon – to be 
confirmed – at 
Longwood 

Longwood fete Please keep the date free. 
Details to follow. 

Thursday 9th July 6-8pm in the hall Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All LKS2 and UKS2 children 
expected to attend with 
their parents. Choir will 
perform at 7pm. 


